
Identification:  A child that is believed to have a disability, 
including a homeless child, in the district in which the child 
resides

Referral for Special Education Evaluation:  Written by a 
parent, person with education rights, teacher, other service 
provider to school officials, nurse, physician, psychologist or 
social worker.

Receipt of Referral:  Within 15 business days of when the school 
district receives a referral, the school district must either send the 
parents a request for consent for evaluation or a notice that no 
additional assessments are needed

Parental Consent:  After receiving parental 
consent, the school district has 60 calendar 
days to complete the evaluation and determine if 
the child is eligible for special education

No Parental Consent:  If the parent or person 
with education rights refuses to give consent, 
the evaluation will not be conducted

Evaluation:  Determine if the child meets 
eligibility requirements for special education

Does Not Meet Eligibility:  Special 
education process ends and no 
special education services are 
provided

Meets Eligibility Criteria:  The child meets 
eligibility criteria and it has been determined the 
child has a need for special education services. 
An IEP meeting is held to develop the IEP within 
30 calendar days 

Written Parental Consent:   Consent for 
placement is needed prior to the implementation 
of the IEP

Parent Refuses Consent:  The parent 
has the right not to consent to placement 
if he/she does not agree

Due Process / Mediation:  
The parent or school district 
may initiate mediation or a due 
process hearing

No IEP/No services: The school 
is not required to make an 
appropriate education for the 
child.  The student will not have 
an IEP.
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